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REVIEWS

Autism Spectrum Disorder: Evolution of Disorder
Definition, Risk Factors, and Demographic
Characteristics in Israel

According to Israeli National Insurance Institute (NIl) data for
2013, 1 out of 200 live births in Israel was diagnosed with ASD
during childhood. In December 2013, 10,270 children with
autism received monthly social security benefits for their
condition, which was approximately 27% of all children
receiving stipends and 0.4% of all children in Israel.

The overall prevalence among Arabs and Haredi Jews was
significantly lower compared to the total population ( 1.2, 2.6,
and 5.5 per 1000, respectively)
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Characteristics Associated with Drug Prescription
and Compliance Among Young Children
with Autism Spectrum Disorder

Gal Meiri, MD* Hen Azoulay, MD®" and Idan Menashe, PhD**

Table 1: Characteristics associated with drug prescriptions

Number of drugs P-value P-value
All MNo Yes . , 5 (Yes/No)* (# drugs)®
N 211 136 75 50 19 6
A - A
Sex [Males) 178 (84.4%)  115(84.6%) 63 (84.0%)  41(82.0%)  18(94.7%) 4(66.7%)  0.915 0.918
Ethnicity (Bedouins) 68 (32.2%) 37 (27.2%) 31(41.3) 23(46%)  6(31.6%)  2(33.3%)  0.036 0.195
Autian,  REUIriNg support 46 (21.8) 43 (31.6%) 3 (4.0%) 2 (4.0%) 1(5.3%) 0 (0.0%)
‘e":’“ s“f::::t"g substantial o) 00 1% 48 (35.3%)  24(32.0%)  14(28.0%)  8(42.1%)  2(33.3%)  <0.001 <0,001

level  Requiring very

cubstantial support 93 (44.1%)  45(33.1%)  48(64.0%) 34 (68.0%)  10(52.6%) 4 (66.7%)

» Camparison between children with drug prescription (Yes) and children without drug prescription (No)

= Association with the number of prescribed drugs
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